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From time to time, something I see or 

hear about moves me in ways that I did not 

expect.  Two of those moments happened 

recently.  I am proud of our growth, though 

the true measure of success is not in what we 

have built, but in the success achieved by the 

people we support, our students!  

The photo above resonated with me.  It 

validated in some sense all the effort we, as a 

staff, have put forth to make Moshannon 

Valley School District a better place to work 

and learn.  For the children Moshannon 

Valley and the staff supports, we see all kinds 

of successes each and every day.  These 

successes take many different forms for 

different people.  For some, success is 

making a new friend, an improved test grade, 

the kind words a teacher says or the 

satisfaction from knowing you have 

improved your curriculum and instruction.  

For others, it is taking part in an art class, 

participating in an extra-curricular activity or 

giving back to their community through 

volunteerism.  For still others, success is 

simply defined as being able to achieve your 

own goal.  All people define success in their 

own terms; and as teachers and educators 

we make those successes possible, often 

without knowing for sure if we reach our 

students [see photo right]. 

In the long days of winter, teachers, 

staff, and students sometimes forget support 

is the reason that outcomes like these, both 

Moshannon Valley’s as an organization and 

an individual’s personal achievements, can 

be reached.  As a superintendent, it is great 

to be a part of something special, something 

important… a life changing mission that we 

are Working together to ensure every 

student succeeds.  You believe, as do I, that 

all students should have the services and 

supports we provide in order to live their lives 

characterized by happiness, dignity, health, 

and the highest degree of academic and 

social responsibility and productivity.  You 

believe, as we do, that success is attainable 

for everyone. 

I thank you deeply for this kind of 

support.  You make an impact.  Every day, as 

I see the students and families we support 

and serve achieve and grow, this simple 

photo above reminded me of your 

generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 Reasons to Be Proud of Our Schools 

 New mission and vision 

 Teachers working with teachers 

 Communication between Elementary and 
Secondary Buildings 

 Communication between home and 
school 

 Volunteers who support our students 

 Growth and variety of technology used in 
the buildings for instruction 

 Book Fairs  

 Circle of Friends group at the Elementary  

 Accelerated Reader Program 

 Buildings available for the community 
athletics and events 

 Small class sizes 

 Safety of students  

 Anti-bullying program through Olweus & 
School Wide Positive Behavior 

 Student centered teaching 

 Sense of Pride in our School Community 

 Growth mindset and raising our 
expectations 

 Reading, Reading, Reading! 

 Professional development is coherent and 
in line with district goals 

 Meeting needs of diverse learning 
population 

 The best faculty and staff 

 Cleaner and ever-improving buildings 

 Music Program 

 Art Program 

 Athletic Programs 

 YOU are a Member of our Staff 

Proud to Be a Part of Something So Special 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 

 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 

Recognized by Mifflin County Senior Maggie 
Wilson as the most influential teacher during 
her years as a Mifflin County Student; Dr. Z 

taught Maggie in middle school reading class 
five years ago. 
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Sibling Test Preparation  

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

As the Keystone Biology exam draws near, teachers are preparing 
students to be successful.  Keystone Biology topics are covered the same 
as the normal Biology curriculum including; scientific method, cells and 
cell processes, genetics, cell growth and reproduction and 
adaptation/evolution.  I start every class with a Keystone test sample 
question.  The sample question is shown and the students first discuss 
the meaning or main idea of the question.  Then content knowledge, 
along with test taking skill, is used to answer the question.  Utilizing 
performance-based learning means labs and demonstrations try to 
engage students while bringing biology to life.  Whenever possible the 
students direct the lessons by their questions and mastery of 
work.  Student engagement demonstrates their involvement in the 
lessons; assessments demonstrate understanding of the material 
presented. 

Keystone & PSSA assessments… 
 
Siblings Gina Webb-Hockey and Tom Webb 

outline some of their preparation for the 
upcoming state testing.  Mr. Webb currently 
teaches 10th grade Literature and serves as the 
English Department Chair, and his sister, Gina, 
teaches 3rd grade. 

Mr. Webb’s Keystone Literature preparation 
for tenth grade students consists of a five-step 
approach to promote student success.  Before all 
of that, Mr. Webb stresses that he does not teach 
to the test, he teaches what students need to 
know to be successful in literature. 

Building vocabulary, including terms, 
definitions, usage, and examples, supports 
learning in general, as well as Keystone exams.  I 
have restructured all of my assessments to follow 
the format students will encounter on the 
Keystone exams.  The assessments contain more 
constructed-response questions, because writing 
is valued both in general academic terms, as well 
as in Keystone Testing. 

Students utilize CDT tests and I use that 
information to both guide my instruction and 
differentiate the instruction to each student.  This 
also has the added bonus of familiarizing students 
with the on-line components and tools required 
by the computer-based Keystones. 

Finally, most directly Keystones specific, is 
completion of 6-8 Keystone Literature modules.  
These modules compliment my regular classroom 
instruction, but are geared  

 

 March 24: Easter Holiday [Weather Depending] 
 April 11: PSSA Testing Begins  
 April 23: Freshman Dance 
 May 14: Prom 
 May 16: Keystone Testing Begins 

 
 

toward specific Keystone areas of concern. 
The Keystone Exams are important, and 

students certainly prepare for the literature 
exam, but developing well-rounded students 
and fostering an interest in literature drives 
our curricular model. 
 
Elementary Preparation… 

Gina Webb-Hockey addressed how the 
elementary students in her class are 
preparing.  In Math, students have been 
focusing on geometric measurement and 
data, perimeter/area, and how it relates to 
multiplication and addition.  Currently, the 
students are reading fractions on a number 
line and identifying equal fractions. 

Our ELA focus is responding to 
prompts by using a graphic organizer to 
plan their response in an essay form that 
include topic, details, conclusion and 
evidence to support their answer.  Adding 
transition words and focusing on  correct 
capitalization, grammar, and punctuation  

Eric Sherkel commits to play football for 
Bowling Green University on National Signing 

Day February 3, 2016 – Congratulations! 

within their writing is a focus area.  
Students work regularly on identifying main 
ideas, sequencing, and identifying 
problems and solutions.  We just finished 
DIBELS and CDT assessments, as well as 
our weekly Storytown assessments, to 
determine each students' individual need 
and really guide my instruction. 
 

Houtzdale Lions Presentation… 
On Thursday, February 11, Dr. Zesiger 

spoke to the Houtzdale Lions Club.  The 
presentation reiterated the district goals 
with a focus on student achievement, a 
premiere workforce, cultivating community 
partnerships, promoting a culture of 
respect, and using data for district 
accountability.  The presentation also 
discussed elementary and secondary 
initiatives, SPP, challenges facing our 
students and families, highlighted the new 
mission and vision statements, and 
discussed the state budget.   

We welcome any opportunity to speak 
with the community - thank you Lions Club. 

Mr. Webb 
Keystone Literature 

Ms. Webb-Hockey 
PSSA Preparation 


